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pearl, banded saltwater mother-of-pearl, 

Tridacna shell and Bironite. The use of 

lauegrams to detect the structures of 

beads has been practised for more than 

bead materials used in cultured pearls 

was published by Superchi et al. (2008) 

in which the following materials are 

mentioned: banded freshwater mother-of-
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Techniques concerning production 

of cultured pearls have been described 

in a number of recent books and papers 

(Müller, 1997; Hänni, 2002; Strack, 2006; 

Southgate and Lucas, 2009). A number 

of options for pearling can be selected 

and combined to produce cultured pearls 

successfully, and these are summarized in 

Table I.

Traditionally, most beads for cultured 

pearls have been manufactured from shell 

material from the Mississippi area, USA 

(pigtoe, washboard, butterfl y, three ridge, 

dove shell) but since production is in 

decline and prices are rising, alternative 

materials are being tested. Recently, 

an excellent paper comparing different 

Appearance of new bead material in 
cultured pearls
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Oyster saltwater

gonad-grown
4/+ 9:%4-;,<-8-"=,>-2)#)=,?%'#2,?/-

no ‘keshi’, bead rejected

mantle-grown
no new type, baroque shape

yes not yet encountered

Mussel freshwater

mantle-grown
"% @)A-;,<-8-"=,B2)"-=,C?9

yes Chinese, ‘coin bead’, round

gonad-grown
no not yet encountered

yes not yet encountered


